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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Flat  Rock i s  a la rge  frame farmhouse b u i l t  i n  several  sections during the f i r s t  half  

of the 19th century and s e t  upon a h i l l  overlooking the ro l l ing  h i l l s  south of Kenbridge 
i n  Lunenburg County. Near t he  house a r e  an ear ly  outbuilding, the remains of another, 
and an in te res t ing  mid-19th-century monument. 

A s  it now stands, the  house i s  a two-story, three-bay s t ruc ture  flanked by one-story, 
one-bay wings. The building is clad with beaded weatherboards and has 616 sash s e t  i n  i t s  
plain window frames. A l a t e  19th- o r  ear ly  20th-century, gable-roofed porch, which now 
lacks i t s  columns, she l t e r s  the  f font  of t he  house, and the whole i s  s e t  upon a grani te  
rubble underpinning which was covered with scored stucco a t  the time of t he  l a s t  enlarge- 
ment. Two massive ex te r ior  end chimneys flank. the main block. They a r e  grani te  t o  the  
height of the eaves and br ick above. Reworked during the th i rd  phase of construction, 
they are  now topped by three and four hexagonal brick stacks,  respectively,  a t  the  west 
and eas t  ends. Each of the three sections is covered with a gable roof embellished a t  
the  eaves with a p l a in  box cornice. 

The plan of F l a t  Rock is a simple one. The cen t r a l  section incorporates t he  
t r ad i t i ona l  I-house plan of a s ingle  room t o  e i t he r  s ide  of a cen t ra l  s t a i r  passage, 
and there i s  one room i n  each wing. The house was b u i l t  i n  three stages. The f i r s t  
par t  was a two-story, single-pile,  side-passage o r  hall-parlor house, b u i l t  i n  the  l a t e  
18th century. It comprises t he  passage and west room of the present s t ructure .  Just  
before 1820 the  ea s t  room on the f i r s t  f l oo r  was added. Around 1856 the second-story 
eas t  room was added, along with the wings, and the chimney stacks were remodeled t o  t h e i r  
present forms. 

The woodwork i n  t he  house i s  plain  but well-crafted. A l l  of the  f i r s t - f l oo r  rooms 
r e f l ec t  changes made during the  various a l te ra t ions .  The or ig ina l  (west) room of the  
main block has a mantel dating from the f i r s t  remodeling. It consis ts  of coupled Tuscan 
colonettes supporting a f r i e z e  with p la in  entablature blocks and t ab l e t  and supported by 
a molded shelf  with a d e n t i l  cornice. A pedestal chair  r a i l  enc i rc les  the  room. A change 
i n  the base molding of the  chair  r a i l  on the r ea r  wall  suggests tha t  there  may or iginal ly  
have been an ex te r ior  door there  and tha t  the  or ig ina l  house may have been a hall-parlor 
house, ra ther  than a side-passage one. 

In  the passage i s  a double-beaded chair  board and a double-beaded peg board. There 
i s  an ear ly  enclosed s t a i r  i n  the  northwest comer and a l a t e r  one i n  the  southeast 
comer providing access t o  the  l a t e r  second-floor ea s t  room. 

The eas t  room of the  f i r s t  f l oo r  shows evidence of many changes. When the wings 
were added, there  was a wall b u i l t  f lush  with t he  former projecting chimney breast  i n  
order t o  provide c lose t s  a t  the  chimney end of the room. Recessed-panel wainscoting 
encircles  the  room; d i f f e r ing  moldings a t  d i f fe ren t  sections suggest t ha t  a s t a i r  t o  the 
l o f t  over t h i s  room, when i t  was a one-story wing (roughly during the  second quar ter  of 
the  19th century), Fay have r i sen  i n  the southwest comer of the room. This room re ta ins  

i t s  or ig ina l  mantel, which consis ts  of a p la in  architrave frame supporting unadorned 
entablature blocks and a cen t ra l  t a b l e t ,  capped by a molded she l f .  

In  each of t he  wings and i n  the second-floor ea s t  rooms, pla in  Greek Revival mantels 
with unadorned p i l a s t e r s  and f r i ezes  a r e  used. I n  the l a t t e r  room, there  a r e  a double- 
beaded chairboardand pegboard, and the paint  i s  apparently or iginal .  The chair r a i l  and 

window frames a r e  pink and the baseboard and mantel a r e  black, as  a r e  t he  s t i l e s  and r a i l s  
of the vertical-panel,  applied-mold Greek Revival door, which has mustard-colored panels. 

(See Continuation Sheet 81) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Flat  Rock, i s  a large but unpretentious plantation of significance t o  the study of 
vernacular building i n  Southside Virginia. The main house was b u i l t  i n  the  l a t e  18th 
century--unusually ear ly  for  the  locality--as a two-story, side-passage o r  hall-parlor 
house. Enlarged twice, i t  has i n  the  process incorporated several  popular decorative 
s ty l e s  and a succession of plan types t r ad i t i ona l  i n  the  area. The s e t s  of hexagonal 
chiwey stacks atop each ch iwey a re  a d i s t i nc t ive  feature  of the house. A noteworthy 
signed mid-19th-century monument, a smokehouse of plank construction, and a large,  
granite-lined icehouse p i t  a l l  contr ibute  fur ther  i n t e r e s t  to  the property. 

In  i ts e a r l i e s t  years, F l a t  Rock was the home of t he  Chambers family. Thomas Chambers 

He l a t e r  served a s  a vestryman of Cumberland Parish,  county jus t ice ,  and county she r i f f .  

J 
the f i r s t  of the name t o  s e t t l e  i n  the  v i c in i ty ,  came t o  the county i n  t he  mid-18th century: 

When he died i n  1798, h i s  e ldes t  son and he i r ,  Edward Chambers, was already an established 
landowner. I 

One of Thomas ~hambers 'stenants,  James Hooper, had bought the farm on which he l ived 
from Chambers i n  1795. Two years l a t e r  Edward Chambers bought it back from Hooper, with 
50 addi t ional  acres. Since Hooper has paid 50 pounds f o r  the farm while Edward Chambers 
bought i t ,  with only a t h i rd  more acreage, f o r  600 pounds, i t  i s  reasonable t o  assume 
that  the present house was begun the  two ensuing years. The second period of construction , 
was undertaken much l a t e r  i n  Edward ~hambers ' s l i fe .  The 1820 land tax  books note a $3000 
increase i n  valuation,  improvements t o  the dwelling house accounting f o r  $1000 of the 
increase. 

j 

Edward Chambers died before 1828. One of h i s  children, Henry, became a U. S.  Senator 
from Alabama i n  1825. Another son, Edward R. Chambers, l a t e r  became a successful lawyer and 
professor a t  Randolph Macon College. Senator Chambers is buried a t  Flat  Rock, where he 1 
died while v i s i t i n g  en route t o  Washington. Edward R. Chambers was dis inher i ted by h i s  
father--indeed dispossessed of F la t  Rock which had been given him i n  1825--due t o  youthful 
f inancial  i r respons ib i l i ty .  

The plantat ion was sold t o  Edward Chambers'sdaughter, Ann Craig, by h i s  executors. 
She sold the property t o  Peter  V. S t ree t  i n  1840. After the  l a t t e r ' s  death (ca. 1850) 
Flat  Rock was occupied by Robert S. Bagley, t o  whom the court awarded ownership i n  1855. 
The f i n a l  a l t e r a t ions  t o  F la t  Rock, were apparently made during Bagley's tenure, the 
building valuation being increased by $150 i n  1857. 

Flat  Rock i s  currently being renovated by Bagley Reid. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

I n  the second-floor west room of the  main block, the  e a r l i e s t  surviving t r i m  i n  the 
building gives the  best  indication of the  house's l a t e  18th-century date.  The f i replace 
i s  surrounded by an archi t rave frame with s ing le  c rosse t tes  and i s  surmounted by an 
elaborately f lared and molded shelf with a d e n t i l  base mold s e t  atop a narrow pulvinated 
frieze.  Flanking the f i rep lace  a r e  two wide open cupboards whose or ig ina l  shelf  
brackets a r e  attached with wrought na i l s .  Below these cupboards are  narrower c lose t s  
with doors of a s ing le  ra ised panel each. A l a t e r  pedestal  chair  r a i l  enc i rc les  the 

I 
room, and an enclosed s t a i r  i n  the northeast  comer leads t o  two finished chambers i n  the 
a t t i c .  

The c e l l a r  plan is s imilar  t o  the f i r s t - f l oo r  plan, except t ha t  the  west room was 
divided i n t o  two par t s ,  with the eastern sect ion stone-floored and whitewashed and a 
large root c e l l a r  excavated i n  the  western portion. 

To the northeast  of the house stands an ear ly  gable-roofed smokehouse of unusual 
plank construction. The sills, posts, and p la tes  a r e  framed normally, but instead of 
studs,  the  wal ls  a r e  i n f i l l e d  with 3-inch-thick planks averaging 21 inches wide, abutting 
one another and tenoned i n t o  the p l a t e s  and sills. These were or ig ina l ly  covered with 
weatherboards. By the l a t e  19th century the weatherboards had been replaced with th in  
in te rna l  bat tens  t o  s ea l  the cracks between the planks. Now, the house i s  covered with 
corrugated sheet metal. Due west of the  house was an ear ly  icehouse. A large,  square, 
granite-lined p i t  remains. 

Northwest of the  house i s  a mid-19th-century monument to'Henry H. Chambers, M.D. 
(1790-1826),son of an owner of F la t  Rock and l a t e r  a U.S. Senator from Alabama, who is 
buried here where he died en route t o  Washington. This tal l-marble obelisk,.which i s  
decorated with c l a s s i c a l  forms, is  of i n t e r e s t  a s  a ra re  signed monumentalsculpture. 
It was made by Bowie and Wright of Petersburg and erected i n  1859. by h i s  son, Henry C.  
Chambers of Mississippi.  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The r eg i s t e r  bounds have been drawn a s  a regular rectangle,  bounded on the south by 
route 655, and emompass a l l  of the buildings mentioned i n  the report  a s  well a s  a family 
cemetery, a t r ad i t i ona l  feature  of Virginia r u r a l  l i f e .  
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